Social media has a growing role in the dissemination of new scientific findings, and alternative metrics have gained importance as complementary to traditional citation metrics, with several publishers tracking both metrics for individual articles [1] . Acta Neurochirurgica has had a Twitter presence via the journal's editorial office account (@diepbiomed) for the past two years, but we are pleased to advise that we now have a dedicated team of Social Media editors. The journal's social media presence is important not only to disseminate our authors' work but also enhance education and foster collaborations between neurosurgeons by virtue of its interactive and immediate nature.
The team of Social Media editors comprises Angelos Kolias (lead, based at Cambridge, UK-@ag_kolias), Alexander Alamri (London, UK-@AlexAlamri), Claire Karekezi (Kigali, Rwanda-@clairekarekezi), Laura Lippa (Siena, Italy-@sparklingcsf), Katrin Rabiei (Gothenburg, Sweden-@DrKatrin_Rabiei), and Victor Staartjes (Zurich, Switzerland-@staartjesneuro). Their role is to curate new content and disseminate new papers via the @ActaNeuro account and their personal accounts, in liaison with the Editorin-Chief and managing editor (Figs. 1, 2, 3, and 4).
The @ActaNeuro Twitter account went live on the 13 April 2019-with a mix of #EditorsChoice, #OnlineFirst, #OpenAccess, #HighlyCited, and regular papers.
Since then, 94 Tweets have been sent from the account that has earned 205,000 impressions (as of 5 June 2019). This means that @ActaNeuro Tweets have been seen by Twitter users 205,000 times in total. As we always include a link to the article on the website, the Tweets have generated 1900 link clicks and 687 retweets. The former underlines the value to the journal and authors in terms of an additional avenue for dissemination of research findings. The latter is also relevant, as it shows that Twitter users are engaging with the @ActaNeuro account. In total, the account now has 561 followers. This is excellent given how new the account is. We would encourage authors who have a Twitter account to add their Twitter handle as part of their contact details when submitting manuscripts, this will enable the Twitter handle to be included when tweeting about the paper. Another trend to improve transparent, unbiased reporting of scientific data is the publication of scientific protocols. We believe that the publication of selected neurosurgical protocols will support scientific quality and reproducibility in neurosurgery and therefore we have adapted accordingly. In addition to our regular sections, we are pleased to introduce a new section "Study Protocol." The instructions for authors in their abbreviated form can be found on the Springer website: https:// www.springer.com/medicine/surgery/journal/701. The full instructions for authors have been placed on the editorial office website: www.di-ep.com
If you are interested in submitting a study protocol, you may either submit it directly or contact the editorial office beforehand for advice.
In the first quarter of this year, we have received almost 500 submissions, which is a clear increase from the first quarter of 2018. The quality of our submissions is continuously improving, and we have had Editorials on controversial topics that support debate and communication. We hope that by the end of the year we will have increased the scientific impact and number of submissions to our journal even more. Although the journal is the official European Journal of Neurosurgery, we welcome submissions from other non-European countries too.
We will be at the publication forum at the EANS 2019 Congress in Dublin and look forward to meeting you there. If you are on Twitter, do not forget to follow @ActaNeuro; if not, perhaps use the fact that the journal is now on Twitter as an excuse and sign up (https://twitter.com/ActaNeuro?s=03).
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